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Do you have a child who will be attending 
Hantsport school in September 2009?
If so, then you want to meet with Jemma 
Lambert, (shown at R) Hantsport School 
study consultant on Wednesday, September 
3, at 7 pm at the town hall. Your input is es-
sential.

In this issue: pages 2,3,4,5
• Jemma’s job
• Former principal Brian Bishop outlines the 

difficult decision council members will 
make 

• comments of former students
• comments of parents of students attending 

Hantsport and LE Shaw.
• comments by merchants
• comments by real estate agent
• notes from the editor 
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Don’t miss an issue!
News & Views - Hantsport & Area Community

magazine
Available at local stores. See page 15 for listing.

Delivery by mail or by hand $30.
Email $20.

In stores $2.25

Bricks or bouquets. Have your say!
 Send your letters to
 Heather Davidson, PO Box 91,
Hantsport, NS B0P 1P0
or email
hhdavidson@ns.sympatico.ca

 The Terry Fox run   September 14, 2008  
   by Cathy Dunbar
For the past 25 years, since 1983, at least one member of the 
Dunbar family has participated in the Terry Fox Marathon of 
Hope. The Terry Fox Marathon of Hope began in 1981, in 
memory of Terry,  with the goal of raising funds foe cancer 
research.
  Ian (L) and Cathy 
(R) Dunbar began 
their participation in 
the marathon by 
pushing Morgan 
around the Halifax 
Commons in her 
stroller. Christo-
pher’s participation 
began in 1985 and  
has been both on 
foot and wheels - 
first in the stroller 
then on his bicycle. 
They have walked in all kinds of weather. Fortunately it has 
been mostly favourable; especially in the past few years.
  When the event began in Hantsport, the family participated 
as a family until Morgan and Christopher began their post 
secondary studies. In the early years Len and Buddy 
McCully, Cathy’s parents, also participated. 
  Sue Sypher has organized the annual “run” for the last few 
years. It attracts a small but loyal group who walk year after 
year. Included in that group are Phyllis and Jennifer Holmes 
who have participated since 1988. All those who participate 
do so for their own reasons but cancer affect all of us or a 
family member in some way.
     Terry Fox had a wish of his marathon continuing and 
raising $1.00 for cancer research for every person in Canada.  
In 2005, the 25th anniversary of the run, the Dunbars did 
their small part in Terry’s dream being reached (and ex-
ceeded!) by raising $1.00 for every person in Hantsport. In 
2006 and 2007 they were among the top 30 fundraisers in 
Nova Scotia. Since 1983 their total amount of donations has 
reached approximately $10,000 with an aggressive goal for 
2008 of raising $100.00 for each year of participation. 
($2500.00)

IDunbar family thanks all their supporters of the last 25 
years. 

If you would like to give your support this year, contact Ian 

Dear parents and citizens of the Hantsport com-
munity:
  This is a letter to clarify some rumors regarding the future of Hant-
sport School. Many of you may have heard the rumblings of a possi-
ble school closure in the past, with these rumblings becoming some-
what louder more recently. This is because it was announced that a 
school review is underway.
  Some information was provided in the June Hantsport School 
Newsletter that addressed the "School Review" process (see comment 
by Jeanne Fletcher) and there was also a meeting held at LE Shaw 
this spring. Since this meeting there has been concern that Hantsport 
School could possibly close. 
  To address these concerns, Town Council invited the superintendent 
of the Annapolis Valley Regional School Board, Dr. Norm Dray, to 
attend their meeting on Monday June 23, 2008. Several community 
parents also attended this meeting as observers. This was a very in-
formative meeting about the "School review process" which allowed 
our mayor and councilors opportunity to voice their concerns. 
  We wish to share some important information that we learned dur-
ing this meeting. There is a school review currently underway for 
MOST SCHOOLS within our school board. This process looks at 
many, many, factors such as school enrollment, community utiliza-
tion of the school (sports, clubs etc), need for renovations etc, 
etc. The purpose of the review was not meant to find a school to close 
but to gather the above information to formulate the best plan for the 
future of our students and schools. You can read more about this 
process on the AVRSB website at  HYPERLINK 
"https://webmail.nscc.ca/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.avr
sb.ednet.ns.ca/" \t "_blank" http://www.avrsb.ednet.ns.ca/
  While the closing of any particular school is NOT the current focus 
of these reviews, the School Board WILL be making changes in re-
sponse to the information they collect from during this process. 
Community opinion is part of the review. We need to communicate 
the many benefits of having Hantsport School open now, and in the 
future! It is vital that we, as parents and community members, give 
opinions and our input. We cannot stress this enough! As parents, we 
play a huge role in this. It is OUR information, opinions, and data 
that are required for the school board to make an informed decision. 
 Now that we are all aware of the situation, it is time to move on to 
the next step.
  This is how you can make a difference: 
Email your views to the School Board  HYPERLINK 
"mailto:schoolreviews@avrsb.ednet.ns.ca" 
schoolreviews@avrsb.ednet.ns.ca
Contact our School Board representative, Paula Lunn at 798-8156 or 
@  HYPERLINK "mailto:paula.lunn@avrsb.ednet.ns.ca" 
paula.lunn@avrsb.ednet.ns.ca 
 Let your voice be heard!  Please do your part to help shape the future 
of Hantsport School. Submitted by JoAnne Kelley and Cindy Sang-
ster.

                      Notes from the Editor

Is the review about closure of Hantsport School. Maybe, 
Maybe not. It seems like a logical assumption.
  According to an informed member of our community, it is. 
The board has camouflaged it as a facility review. In the arti-
cle on Jemma’s work, p.2, she is quoted as saying that the 
Department of Education’s phrase for “school closure” is 
“school consolidation”.
  The review provides the facts about the condition of the 
school but does not mention its role in Hantsport and area.
  This could not happen at a better time. Municipal elections 
will be held in October. Let the candidates know how you 
feel. Look for articles on the candidates in the October issue.
  Closure (“ consolidation: according to the Board) did not 
occur in Newport Station or in Windsor Forks because the 
people want their schools open
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mailto:paula.lunn@avrsb.ednet.ns.ca
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mailto:paula.lunn@avrsb.ednet.ns.ca
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Outline of Jemma Lambert’s work 

Phase 1: to review the current 
available literature e.g. reports, 
current thinking on school clo-
sure, economic scan of Hant-
sport & area, effect of the twin-
ning of the highway, out migra-
tion from Halifax to the area, 
and the outlook for next 15 
years. Phase 2:  to interview 
key people, including Hant-
sport & Area Business Associa-
tion, Hantsport Home & 
School, former principals.
Phase 3: to determine public 
perception of the importance of 
the school  to the commuity 
through focus groups and tele-

phone survey.
  Sept. 3, Wed., at the Town Hall. People are invited to atttend 
which ever group is most convenient. She will ask a series of 
questions. Some will be the same for all groups, others will be 
specific to the groups. 
8 a.m. Business owners
3 p.m. retired people, seniors
7 p.m. the public
  She will follow-up with approximately 20 random telephone 
interviews, asking: what is your vision of the school? what 
does the school mean to you? are you concerned about clo-
sure? how involved are you with the school?
Phase 4: She will ask for written testimonials from parents, 
business owner, and the public
October. She will deliver her report to the council.
Late October. council will present its report to the school 
board. 
November. The board will convene to discuss the report and to 
decide on future action. 
If the board decides on “school consolidation” (translation: 
closure), it will follow the Nova Scotia Department of Educa-
tion guidelines.   
Jemma’s background: she worked in municipal government 
for 15 years in Massachuttes , Emigrated to the province sev-
eral years ago. She has worked with seniors; ran the communi-
ciation section for a municipality with more than 50,000 resi-
dents; responsible for strategic planing, public education and 
human resources; was employed as CAO for Middleton.  

facts as presented in the board’s Facilities Study. Reading 
between the lines, the board is really stating its position 
regarding the rationale that should be used when closing 
schools. They examined schools where enrollments are de-
clining while noting the age and condition of each structure; 
the required renovations to meet revised building code; op-
erational costs; and other factors to assist the decision mak-
ers as to which schools to place on the chopping block.    
  The review also provides facts pertaining to difficulties 
educators face in offering programs in schools where num-
bers are decreasing.  All of these statistics provide excellent 
fodder for decision-makers.  Unfortunately, rational 
decision-making isn’t always the norm for politicians.
  School closures are emotional, volatile issues that often 
inflame parents, students, teachers and local communities.  
Hantsport School has faced similar challenges in the past 
and the elected officials of the time were put to the test.  In 
1982, Hantsport was the only municipality in Nova Scotia 
that balked at joining the government’s proposed new 
school board structure. The price to be paid for not con-
forming to the government initiative was a 10% deduction 
from the allotted annual education budget. Local taxpayers 
were forced to pick up the deficit. Why didn’t we join? Be-
cause our council and school board members felt the new 
arrangement was not in the best interest of our students and 
citizens.  
  In 2008, Hantsport School had an enrollment of 236 stu-
dents of which only 131 are children of the town. This rep-
resents a decrease of 30% from the date of amalgamation. 
(This includes Hantsport students at Horton)
  The cost of doing business necessitates serious decision 
making at budget times.The facts as presented in the Board 
Review indicate that several schools are facing challenges if 
they hope to avoid the cutting edge of the guillotine.  Sev-
eral small schools, with less than 100 students and within a 
few kilometers of other schools have survived the axe in the 
past. How does this happen? They fight for what they be-
lieve is best for their children and their community.  Other 
district schools are offering courses to as few as two or 
three students! Very costly indeed!
   Change is inevitable. The school closure decision will be 
a political one, made by the elected and appointed members 
of the board. The report indicates both Wolfville and Hant-
sport schools are old and in need of replacing.  Perhaps it’s 
time to look at a new middle school to feed into Horton 
from this end of the valley. The board has difficult decisions 
ahead as it seeks to resolve its problems. At this point it 
appears Hantsport is “part of the problem”. Let’s make sure 
we are “part of the solution.”   
    A bewildered parent shopping for a bicycle helmet looked 
at all of the choices. Finally a clerk approached and stated, 
“Looks like you’re having difficulty with your decision.”  
The parent responded, “How much should I have to pay for 
a good helmet?” The clerk thought for a second and replied,  
“That depends upon what value you place on your child’s 
head!”
   
Check out the school review for yourself.
www.avrsb.ednet.ns.ca 
click SCHOOL REVIEWS 
click Eastern Kings School Review Presentation
and Program Information

What is best for our children 
and our community?

 by Brian Bishop, former Hantsport school principal

 “He’s not black enough to suit the black people and too black 
for white folk.”   I smiled as I listened to Whoopi Goldberg’s 
reference to presidential candidate Barrack Obama.
  Obama certainly didn’t have a choice of parents or race, but 
Whoopi’s statement supports the point that politicians will 
never be able to satisfy the electorate. Dissension can be ex-
tremely vocal, emotional and, in rare cases, lead to acts of 
civil disobedience.
  Municipal elections are in October. Those aspiring to run for 
membership on the Annapolis Valley Regional School Board 
will be facing some extremely difficult decisions based on the 

http://www.avrsb.ednet.ns.ca
http://www.avrsb.ednet.ns.ca
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  Former students speak up

Education or Enrollment?
By Zoe Brewster 

Having lived next to the Hantsport School for 18+ years, and at-
tended from Primary through to Grade Nine, I have a unique per-
spective on how the possible closure will affect Hantsport.
  Given the bond that tie families, children, parents and grandpar-
ents to a school, it is a tremendous shock to the whole community 
to learn that their beloved school is being considered for closure.  
As I have heard all too frequently, “When you take away a com-
munity school, you take away the heart of the community”.
  Our neighbourhood school is certainly an integral and vital part 
of Hantsport’s community.  It is the hub of social activity. Its 
sports fields offers opportunities to all levels of participation. The 
Annapolis Valley Public Library provides unlimited reading ma-
terial and free internet access, The gym is the site of many after 
hours activities from adult volleyball to ballroom dancing classes. 
The school grounds are the official site of the kickoff of the Can-
ada Day festivities every July 1st. 
  Declining enrollment is sited as the cause of possible closure.  
There is one answer to that question. Broaden the catchment area 
for the school population. It is foolish to force children who are 
close enough to walk or bike to the Hantsport School to take the 
bus to a school in a nearby community. Communities which are 
not towns. 
  Increase the catchment area to include all of Mt Denson to the 
east and to the Five Points intersection with Highway #1 to the 
west. This would not adversely affect either Falmouth Elemen-
tary, whose catchment area continues to grow nor the L.E. Shaw 
Elementary School catchment area.
  Closing a school has tremendous costs. It means losing young 
families from the town. It means the decline of social cohesion in 
the community. It means the breaking of the bonds of community 
which for many generations identified with the school. It means a 
spiral of decline which is very hard to turn around. We should not 
accept that as a possibility
  As citizens of the Town of Hantsport, it is our duty to mandate 
our elected leaders to do everything in their power to prevent the 
closure of Hantsport School. What is more financially responsible 
than to invest in the neighbourhood education of our children?

Comments from Elizabeth (age 24), Cristina (age 
23) and Joseph (age 18) Gnemmi
Elizabeth summed up the advantages of attending a local school:
- you can walk/bike to school (fitness, exercise, health)
- can meet and play with other children that live by that are within 
walking or biking distance - parents don't have to drive
- allows members of the community to be involved with the stu-
dents
- creates town pride with school sports teams and events
- teachers are in town, students can interact with them on a non-
school related level
- smaller class sizes
- close-knit
- smaller may allow for more opportunity for change or to try 
different things

Disadvantages according to Elizabeth
smaller population-teams may not do as well
- less within-class competition (maybe not as much of a drive to 
do well)

Disadvantages according to Cristina:
Not having all the resources that a larger school would have, or 
very much money to do things. This makes it a little harder to
have school spirit, as students don't always take pride in the school
itself. Issues that are big in the town very often seep into the 
school (ex. socio-economic status of families, etc.), because eve-
ryone knows everyone else and their families.
Disadvantages according to Joseph:
The school is poorly funded. There's nothing wrong with the 
school that a little extra funding couldn't fix. The staff is excellent.

The Gnemmis moved from California to Hantsport in 1995. (L-R) 
Joseph, Jan holding Margaret, Cristina, Peter,  Michael, Elizabeth 

Time to leave Hantsport
by Brian Johnson

I grew up in Hants Border and therefore was designated to go to 
the Hants Border school. My parents paid for me to go to the 
Hantsport School. And I was pleased to go there from grade pri-
mary to grade 8. 
  In 1959, Horton High School opened. I was in grade 9. I knew 
the world was moving on and that it was time for me to leave the 
Hantsport School. I could have finished grade 11 there. After 
graduation, most of my classmates either went to work at the mill 
or they went on to finish grade 12. 
  Grade 9 at Horton expanded my horizons. The physical facilities 
were great. I was exposed to drama, art and music which allowed 

me to express myself. 
Some of my class-
mates were from the 
South Mountain; oth-
ers had parents who 
taught at Acadia. 
  My father’s vision 
was for his three sons 
to better themselves. 
The three of us and our 
mother graduated from 
Acadia.
  I am proud that I was 
brought up in Hant-
sport. But the time 
came when I knew I 
had to leave. Although 
it created some prob-

lems, I made new friends at Horton and developed my interest in 
music. 
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                Parents speak

Becky Corkum
“James, my son will be in grade 6 at LE 
Shaw in September. He has enjoyed golf at 
Shaw and some baskeball at Hantsport. 
Each year staff is adding extra activities. 
And they are good at handling issues. 

 He expects to at-
tend Hantsport for 
grades 7,8, and 9. 
Although the build-
ing may be aging, it 
has a playing field, 
it provides lots of 
extracurricular ac-
tiviites and it has 
the support of the 
town. 

  People are passive 
today. they are not concerned about issues. 
And education is a big issue. 

Anonymous
Having a school here did influence our 
decision to  move here, but in conjunction 
with the school were the other town  
amenities.  I truly believe that the town 
would suffer without  Hantsport School.  
The children would lose out on so many 
extras  that may not be realized until too 
late, such as utilizing the HMCC  grounds 
for year round activities, afterschool and 
evening sports,  involvement from the 
town in various events, and even the  so-
cialization that takes place on the school 
grounds with parents/ guardians and 
younger charges at pick up time.  Busi-
nesses would  lose as the children that 
have money spend locally if they have  
permission to leave the school grounds.  
I'm sure other parents  will have their 
view on why Hantsport school is so very 
important  to them and all views are very 
important.

Rob and Annette Lewis moved from 
Scotch Village 

and  bought 
their house 
on Main 
Street be-
cause of its 
school and 
recreation 
amenities for 
families. 
They have 

children age 4 and 18 months.

Nancy Harbers
The current situation with students 
going from Shaw to Hantsport to Hor-
ton is successful. I would hate to see 
Hantsport close. 
  Renda VanderToorn’s basketball 
program with P to grade 9 is incredi-
ble. Hantsport has more facilities than 
Shaw. 
  Shaw has a new cafeteria but it is not 
utilized. To spend more money on 
Shaw is not a good idea.
 Could Shaw be used as a junior high 
with Hantsport for P to grade 6? No, 
its gym is too small and it does not 
have playing fields. 

Julie Perry 
recently moved 
to Hantsport 
with her sons 
ages 14 and 9, 
They not move 
here because of 
the school but it 
is a big bonus. 
She works at 
Hair Sense.

Chrystal Remme, co-president of 
L.E. Shaw Home & School
There has been very little reaction in 
the area to the school review. Few 
realize what is going on.
  Very few attended the May meeting 
when Superintendent Norm Drey out-
lined the review. No town representa-
tives were present. 
  It will be the issue at the first meet-
ing of our Home & School. 
  Shaw can’t be accommodate a mid-
dle school. The meeting focused on 
changes at Wolfville and at Hantsport 
schools. I hope either one becomes a 
middle school.
Regardless of what decision is made, 
it will have a huge effect on our area. 

Jan and Peter Gnemmi
We moved to Hantsport 13 years ago 
for the town, the community centre, 
and most of all, for the school.
  With six children, the school was 
essential. We believe that their experi-
ence at Hantsport school was better 
for their long term balance, happiness 
and personal success than what they 
would have had in Marin County, 
California.

      Businesses speak

Hantsport Pizzeria     
Charlene Smith     
We make seven or 
eight large pizzas for 
every lunch hour. Stu-
dents come in for 
pizza and for drinks. It 
is a centre for them. 
Later in the day, they 
come in with their 
parents to buy subs, 
pizza, pop, slushies, movies, and games. 
Tournaments bring us business too.

Pharmasave
Penny Wheeler
School closure with its 
loss of students and 
teachers would affect 
us. They buy quite a 
bit here. Lunch time 
and after school is 
busy. Soccer and bas-
ketball tournaments 
also bring us lots of 
business. We regard the students as future cus-
tomers and employees. 

Home Hardware
Joyce Barkhouse
School staff buy materi-
als including cement, 
wood, and paint from us 
for projects. 

SaveEasy
Alma Porter
Students and parents 
buy food for lunches 
here. The Family Stud-
ies and the Breakfast 
programs buy here. The 
school and tournaments 
generate traffic here.  

Helen L. Lindley 
Minas Real Estate
A community school is 
very important for a 
young family. Hantsport 
is a family oriented 
community with its play-
ground and child-friendly 
environment. If the 
school closes, it will have 
a negative effect on real estate in town. 
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